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RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE SCOTTISH RITE BODIES 
VALLEY OF ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 


PREAMBLE 
These articles shall constitute the Rules and Regulations of the 
Scottish Rite, Valley of Erie, and each of the four Co-ordinate 
Bodies, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Northern 
Masonic Jurisdiction namely: 


(a) Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, Four 
tered, September 19, 1888. 


(b) Erie Council Princes of Jerusalem, 
tered, September 18, 1919. 


(c) Erie Chapter of Rose Croix, Ei 
September 18, 1919. 


(d) Erie Consistory S.P.R.S., Thirty Second Degree, Chartered, 
September 21, 1921. 


These Rules and Regulations sup 
Regulations of Presque Isle Lodge of 
Princes of Jerusalem, 169; Erie Chapt 
Erie Consistory, 32°; Ancient Accepte 
sonry, Valley of Erie, and such former 
hereby repealed and annulled. 


ALLEGIANCE 

The four Co-ordinate Bodies of the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry in the Valley of Erie, acknowledge and yield 
allegiance to the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors 
General of the Thirty-Third and Last Degree of the Ancient Ac- 
cepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction of the United States of America whose Grand East is 
Boston, Massachusetts, and are governed by the Constitutions and 
Regulations rules, laws, and rituals of the Supreme Council and the 
Rules and Regulations of the Council of Deliberation for the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

All provisions of the Constitutions and Regulations, rules, laws 
and rituals of the Supreme Council, and the Rules and Regulations 
of the Council of Deliberation are hereby adopted and incorporated 
in these Rules and Regulations. 

Any amendment, modification or repeal of the Constitutions 
and Regulations, rules, laws, and rituals of the Supreme Council and 
the Rules and Regulations of the Council of Deliberation shall, 
upon adoption by said Supreme Council and/or Council of Deliber- 
ation, be considered as adopted and incorporated in these Rules and 
Regulations. 
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ARTICLE 1 Fiscal Agent 

The Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, 149, shall be the Fiscal 
Agent and/or Fiscal Body of the Scottish Rite, Valley of Erie, and 
the business and financial affairs of said Valley shall be conducted 
by said Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, which shall be charged 
with the custody, management, and control of all funds belonging 
to any and all of the four Co-ordinate Bodies as their interests may 
appear. The Fiscal year of the Co-ordinate Bodies will be from July 
1 until the following June 30th. 


ARTICLE 2 Meeti .. and Quorum 
Section 1. The stated meetings of the Co-ordinated bodies in 
the Valley of Erie, shall be held on the first Tuesday of each month 
except the months of July and August. The hour of the meeting 
shall be 7:30 o’clock P.M., prevailing time. 


Section 2, Special or extra meetings may be called at the pleas- 
ure of the presiding officer of any body, provided, however, the 
members shall have due and timely notice of the purpose and 
time of such meeting, and that no business shall be transacted 
except that for which such meeting is called. 


Section 3. Five members shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business at any meeting of the Co-ordinate Bodies 
provided the following officers be present in the respective body. 

Lodge of Perfection: The Thrice Potent Master, or his Deputy 
or either of the Wardens. i 


Council: The Sovereign Prince, or High Priest, or either of the 
Wardens, 

Chapter: The Most Wise Master, or either the Senior or Junior 
Warden. 

Consistory: The Commander-in-Chief, or one of the Lieutenant 
Commanders, 


ARTICLE 3 Election of Officers 
Section 1. The first three officers of Erie Consistory and Eria 
Chapter of Rose Croix and the first four officers of Erie Council of 
Princes of Jerusalem and Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, together 
with the Treasurer and Secretary of each Co-ordinate body shall he 
elected, 


Section 2, The Bodies shall elect one member as Secretary of all 
four Bodies, and another member as Treasurer of all four Bodies. 


Section 3. All other officers with the exception of Trustees for 
Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, shall be appointed by the presi- 
ding officer of the body. 


Section 4, All elective officers, when duly installed shall con- 
tinue in office until the installation and qualification of their 
successors, All appointive officers shall hold office at the pleasure of 
the presiding officer. 


Section 5. No member of these bodies shall be deemed eligible 
for any office nor shall be entitled to vote in any election thereof 
unless his dues shall have been paid in full to the end of the then 
current fiscal year. 


Section 6. Elections in Erie Consistory shall take place biannu- 
ally and annually in all other bodies in the Valley of Erie, such 
elections to be held at the stated meeting immediately preceding 
May 31st as provided by the Constitutions of the Supreme Council. 


Section 7. Nominations - Prior to the annual election in May, the 
Thrice Potent Master of the Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, the 
Sovereign Prince of Erie Council Princes of Jerusalem, The Most 
Wise Master of the Erie Chapter of Rose Croix and The Commander- 
in-Chief of Erie Consistory, shall in March of each year (Bi-annually 
for Erie Consistory) shall each appoint separately a committee of 
three members to each acting as nominating committees. Each 
nominating committee to present a slate of nominees for the elective 
officers of their separate Bodies. Secretary and Treasurer to be 
nominated for all four Co-ordinate Bodies, Nominating committees 
to report at the April Meeting, preceding the May election. Vote 
upon the report of the nominating committee, shall be at the annual 
meeting in May. 

Section 8. No member shall be eligible for election as a presiding 
officer who has not previously served in one of the three highest 
offices of that body, provided, however, that this requirement may 
be waived by the Sovereign Grand Commander upon recommen- 
dation of the Deputy for the State. 


Section 9. If a vacancy in any of the elective offices shall occur 
by death or otherwise at any time previous to the regular election, a 
special election to fill the same shall take place at a stated meeting, 
upon due notice to the members by the Secretary, except that when 
there is a vacancy in the first, or presiding office, the officer next in 
rank shall succeed to and be invested with the title and be possessed 
of all the powers and prerogatives of such presiding officer until the 
next regular election. The presiding officer of a Co-ordinate Body 
may with the approval of the Deputy for the State, or the Sovereign 
Grand Commander, by appointment fill a vacancy in any elective 
office until such time as it is filled through election by the Body or 
Bodies. 


Section 10, Immediately following the annual election of officers 
of Erie Co-ordinate Bodies, but not more than one month thereafter, 
the officers elected therefore shall be duly installed either in oa 
rate ceremonies or in joint closed or joint open ceremony as alae 
upon by the presiding officers in conference prior to the annua 
meeting, 

ARTICLE 4 Duties of the Officers 

Section 1. All officers of all bodies shall perform the duties Ma 
have powers as provided by the Supreme Council of the sant 
Accepted Scottish Rite or by the Council of Deliberation or 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
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Section 6. Elections in Erie Consistory shall take Place biannu- 
ally and annually in all other bodies in the Valley of Erie, such 
elections to be held at the stated meeting immediately preceding 
May 31st as provided by the Constitutions of the Supreme Council. 


Section 7. Nominations - Prior to the annual election in May, the 

Thrice Potent Master of the Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, the 
Sovereign Prince of Erie Council Princes of Jerusalem, The Most 
Wise Master of the Erie Chapter of Rose Croix and The Commander. 
in-Chief of Erie Consistory, shall in March of each year (Bi-annually 
for Erie Consistory) shall each appoint separately a committee of 
three members to each acting as nominating committees. Each 
nominating committee to present a slate of nominees for the elective 
officers of their separate Bodies. Secretary and Treasurer to be 
nominated for all four Co-ordinate Bodies, Nominating committees 
to report at the April Meeting, preceding the May election. Vote 
upon the report of the nominating committee, shall be at the annual 
meeting in May. 

Section 8. No member shall be eligible for election as a presiding 
officer who has not previously served in one of the three highest 
offices of that body, provided, however, that this requirement may 
be waived by the Sovereign Grand Commander upon recommen- 
dation of the Deputy for the State. 

Section 9. If a vacancy in any of the elective offices shall occur 
by death or otherwise at any time previous to the regular election, a 
special election to fill the same shall take place at a stated meeting, 
upon due notice to the members by the Secretary, except that when 
there is a vacancy in the first, or presiding office, the officer next in 
rank shall succeed to and be invested with the title and be possessed 
of all the powers and prerogatives of such presiding officer until the 
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of Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, are truly accounted for and 
properly deposited. He will pay out the same only on orders law- 
fully drawn. 

Section 7. In case of temporary illness, absence or incapacity of 
the Treasurer to perform his duties, the Executive Committee shall 
designate and appoint an acting Treasurer, with full powers of the 
office, until such time as the duly elected Treasurer may return to 
his duties. 


Section 8. The Treasurer shall give a corporate surety bond in 
such sum as is determined by the Executive Committee, in favor of 
the Fiscal Agent, conditioned on the faithful performance of his 
duties. 


Section 9. The Hospitaler of the four Co-ordinate Bodies shall 
receive and disburse all monies given, collected or appropriated to 
him for charitable and fraternal assistance. 
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oa ARTICLE 5 Board of Trustees 

ction 1. The Board of Trustees shall consist of three 

a shall be titled “Trustees of Presque Isle Lodge of Perine 
ncient Accepted Scottish Rite.” oo 


Section 2. The three Trustees shall be elected for a three yea 
term. One Trustee is to be elected annually at the Annual election 
of officers for Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection. 


Section 3. Upon the death, resignation or removal from office of 
any trustee, the vacancy caused thereby shall be filled by election i 
the next or subsequent meeting not exceeding six months, after ae 
notice to members. The vacancy to be filled will be for unex ired 
term of said trustee. pire 


Section 4. No member of the Board of Trustees 
4, . l shall hold 
other elective office in any of the Erie four Co-ordinate Bodies 


Section 5. The Board of Trustees shall be custodian of all monies 
Paid to them by the Fiscal Agent. They shall also have custody of 
the Permanent Life Membership Fund, the Annunity Life Member- 
ship Fund, the Hospitalers Trust Fund, Building Fund, and other 
Funds that may be created from time to time. The Board of Trustees 
shall hold title and control of all property real and personal com- 
mitted to its care in trust for the Co-ordinate Bodies. 


Section 6. The Board of Trustees shall make any and all invest- 
ments and re-investments in their name as ‘‘Trustees of Presque Isle 
Lodge of Perfection Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite and their 
successors in the Trust’’. Investments and re-investments shall be 
made only in bonds, or loans of the United States of America, of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or a municipality in said state 
or in the securities as are or may be authorized by law in the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania as a proper investment of trust funds. 


Section 7. The Executive Committee of the four Co-ordinate 
Bodies, upon approval of the membership of the Bodies at a stated 
meeting, shall at any time, have the right to direct the Trustees to 
sell and dispose of any such investments or securities, and to take, 
use, and apply any portions of the smae for the purpose of the four 
Erie Co-ordinate Bodies. 


Section 8. Subject to the above provisions, the Board of Trustees 
shall have charge of all securities and investments made from the 
money in the Permanent Life Membership Fund, the Annunity Life 
Membership Fund and the General Fund, collect the income, in- 
terest and dividends thereof and pay the same to the Secretary at 
least quarterly. The Board of Trustees shall make a full report to the 
Bodies at the stated meeting next preceding May 31st of trans- 
actions, with a statement of the condition of the investments. 


Section 9. In the event that the Trustees deem it advisable, they 
shall have the power to transfer some or all Securities to either 
National or State Chartered Bank or Trust Co. in an agency account. 
Such Corporate Agent shall keep all securities, collect the income 
thereon and perform managerial service relative to the securities as 
directed by the trustees. 


Section 10. The Trustees shall meet within one month following 
the annual meeting and election in May. Appoint a chairman, anda 
member to the Masonic Temple Association. 


Section 11. The Board of Trustees may at their discretion, en- 
gage legal council. Legal counsel so selected must be a member of 
the four Co-ordinate Bodies, Valley of Erie. 


ARTICLE 6 Executive Committee 

Section 1. The Executive Committee of the Erie Scottish Rite 
Co-ordinate Bodies shall consist of the following persons and offi- 
cers, all of whom shall be members of all the Co-ordinate Bodies in 
the Valley of Erie. 

The Thrice Potent Master, Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection, The 
Sovereign Prince, Erie Council of Princes of Jerusalem, The Most 
Wise Master, Erie Chapter of Rose Croix, The Commander-in- Chief 
of Erie Consistory, The Secretary of Valley of Erie, The Treasurer 
of Valley of Erie, Second elective officer of each of the four Co- 
Ordinate Bodies shall serve on the committee exofficio, without 
voting rights, 
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ARTICLE 7 Standing Committees 
Section 1. Budget Committee E 
a. Immediately after the stated meeting in May each year, the 
Thrice Potent Master of Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection shall 
appoint a committee of three qualified members to be known as a 
Budget Committee, all of whom shall be members of all the Bodies 


in this Valley. 


b. It shall be the duty of the Budget Committee to acquire 
from the various officers and committees and the Executive Com- 
mittee information of past expenditures and future needs so as to 
prepare, immediately after the end of the fiscal year, a working 
budget for the next year. This budget shall be presented to the Sept- 
ember meeting of the Co-ordinate Bodies for approval or rejection. 
If any part shall be rejected, it shall be returned to the Budget Com- 
mittee for revision and again presented at the next stated meeting 
for adoption in the revised form. 


c. The Budget Committee shall also estimate income available 
for the next fiscal year and prepare the budget so that both are in 
balance. 


Section 2. Auditing Committee 
a. At the stated meeting in the month of May, annually, the 
Thrice Potent Master shall appoint a committee of three qualified 
members to be known as the auditing committee, or he may name 
an auditing firm who will assign only members of the bodies of the 
Valley to examine the books and accounts of the Treasurer, Secre- 
tary, Board of Trustees and the Hospitaler. 


Section 3. Membership Development 
a. As soon as convenient after the Executive C i 
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Organizas, they shall appoint a membership committee, consisting of 
a chairman and such other members as are deemed necessary. 
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Section 6. Every petition for membership must be accompanied 
by a demit or properly attested certificate of withdrawal from the 
body or bodies to which the petitioner last belonged, and shall be 
subject to the rules governing the petitions for degrees and mem- 
bership except that no fees shall be charged. 


ARTICLE 9 Fees 


Section 1. The fees for conferring degrees in the several bodies of 
the Rite in the Valley of Erie shall be as follows: 


Lodge of Perfection $40.00 
Council of Princes of Jerusalem 20.00 
Chapter of Rose Croix 20.00 
Consistory 30.00 


Total $110.00 


Section 2. Each petition for degrees must be accompanied by a 
remittance of at least $40.00, the required fee for the Lodge of 
Perfection. The balance of fee or fees in the subsequent bodies, shall 


be payable prior to the conferring of the degrees in the respective 
body or bodies. 


ARTICLE 10 Dues and Assessments 


Section 1. The annual dues, payable in advance on the first day 
of January each year, shall be as follows: 


a. The dues for Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection shall be Fif- 
teen Dollars ($15.00) payable in Presque Isle Lodge of Perfection. 


i i Valley 
b. For those who belong toa Lodge of Perfection ina 
other than Erie, but have membership in Erie Council of Princes of 
Jerusalem, dues in the amount of Nine Dollars ($9.00) and shall be 
paid to the Fiscal Agent. 


c. For those who belong to a Lodge of Perfection p k i 
cil of Princes of Jerusalem in a Valley or Valleys ag alead bi 
but have membership in Erie Chapter of Rose GADE, ini Aent 
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Section 6. Those members, other than those in Sections 4 aani 
requesting exemption of dues must present their request In w 
and be presented to the membership for approval. 


TICLE 11 Restoration and Resignations 
Section Py Any member of these bodies who has been dis- 
charged for non-payment of dues and whose dues have been paid = 
remitted to the date of his discharge, together with the payment o 
dues for the current year, may be restored to membership by a 
majority vote of those present and voting at any regular meeting of 
the discharging body, provided, however that if such payments are 
made within three months from the date of such discharge, a vote 
of the body shall not be required to effect such restoration. 


Section 2. A member who has been suspended from these bodies 
by reason of his suspension from, unaffiliation or non-affiliation 
in Symbolic Masonry, upon restoration to membership in the 
(his) Symbolic Lodge may be reinstated to full rights and privileges 
upon his written request and by a majority vote of those present 
and voting at any regular meeting of the body or bodies. 


Section 3. A member who is clear upon the books and against 
whom no charges are pend 


Vor i ing, may voluntarily resign from member- 
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Section 1. Arena on Annunity and Life Membership 
the current year ma he aftar ood, standing who has paid dues f 
dues, but sublect + Y hereafter be exempt from payment of Or 
Council, Pennsylvania’ and all assessments levied by the CADA 
Bodies, upon the aeea of Deliberation Or these Stier 
cash, not less than an Nonas such me adi 


All such payments shall be placed in a separate fund to be 
designated as the Annunity Membership Fund - Presque Isle Lodge 
of Perfection” and no part of said Annunity Membership Fund or of 
the income derived therefrom shall be used except that for aach 
such member who shall have made such payment pursuant to thig 
section, if living, a sum equal to the annual dues of such member at 
the time of such payment, may be withdrawn annually as long as his 
membership continues. A schedule of the rates in effect shall be 
on file in the office of the Secretary. 


Any fund previously accumulated for the purpose of creating a 
right of exemption for the payment of dues or the terms and 
conditions thereof or any right created thereunder shall not be 
affected or abridged by the provisions of this section. 


Section 2. Any member who has been constituted a life member 
of any or all of the bodies shall continue to be a life member and 
shall be exempt from payment of dues as provided prior to the 
adoption of these Rules and Regulations. 


ARTICLE 13 Employee Retirement Pension Fund 
Section 1. An Employee Retirement Pension Fund shall be 
administered by its own Trust Agreement with the Marine Bank, of 
Erie, Pa., Trustee. This Trust agreement shall be approved by the 
Executive Committee of the Four Co-ordinated Bodies of the Valley 
of Erie, and no additions, alterations or amendments shall be made 
to this agreement without Executive Committee approval. 


ARTICLE 14 Amendments 

Section 1. No addition, alteration or amendment shall be made 
to these Rules and Regulations unless a motion therefor be pre- 
sented in writing at a stated meeting of the Co-ordinate Bodies in 
the Valley of Erie with the names of the proposer and seconder. It 
shall be read by the Secretary, and shall lie over without debate 
until the next stated meeting, in the notice for which the proposed 
amendment or alteration shall be set forth in full, with notice to the 
members that the same will be considered and acted upon and if 


approved by a majority of the members present, it shall then be 
adopted. 


Section 2. Any action of the Supreme Council or the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of Deliberation which may affect or alter these Rules 
and Regulations in any respect shall be regarded as an amendment 


to them, and these Rules and Regulations shall thereafter be deemed 
amended to conform therewith. 


Respectfully submitted, 
ByLaws Committee 


Harold A. Durst 32° MSA 
Ill. Robert H. Scarlett 33° 
Ill. Lloyd R. Bashaw 33° 


Ill. Harvey D, McClure 33° 
Commander-in-Chief 


Calvin D. Neithamer 32° 
Thrice Potent Master 


Approved by III. W. Orville Kimmel 33° 
Deputy for Pennsylvania 
on December 14, 1978 


Approved by Valley of Erie - Scottish Rite 
Four Co-ordinate Bodies 
on January 2, 1979 


